Testicular macromolecular synthesis in men with varicocele.
The synthesis of DNA, RNA, and protein by varicocele testes with spermatogenic dysfunction was studied by examination of the levels of incorporation of [3H]thymidine, [14C]uridine, and [14C]leucine into the testicular tissue at 31 degrees C in vitro. The results suggest that DNA synthesis by the testis with moderate tubular damage is impaired whereas synthesis of RNA and protein is not. The cell regenerative ability of the testis with moderate tubular damage may be poor in spite of the preservation of testicular cell RNA and protein synthesis.